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Agenda

• New resource for local data

• Georgia’s recent trends

• Vaccine rollout



HHS Community Profile Reports

• https://beta.healthdata.gov/National/COVID-19-Community-Profile-
Report/gqxm-d9w9

• Each date has a PDF (executive summary) and an Excel file (loads of 
local/regional data)

• This is the data source for the White House Coronavirus Task Force
reports, updated daily (except federal holidays)

• DOES use Georgia’s antigen cases for disease rate calculations

• Georgia is in FEMA Region 4

https://beta.healthdata.gov/National/COVID-19-Community-Profile-Report/gqxm-d9w9


HHS Community Profile Reports

• Excel spreadsheet can be overwhelming, prioritize the following tabs:
• States: each column can be sorted, filtered, etc

• Case rate, death rate, test positivity, test turnaround time, hospital admission rate, % of 
inpatients who are there for COVID-19, % of ICU beds occupied by a COVID-19 patient, % 
of ventilators occupied by a COVID-19 patient

• CBSAs: filter state column to only include Georgia
• Covers 37 Georgia cities, ranging from Fitzgerald (16,700 population) to Atlanta

• Does not provide local hospital data

• Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) and COVID-19 Community Vulnerability Index (CCVI), 
estimates a community’s vulnerability for coping with stress. Highest risk = 1.

• Counties: filter state column to only include Georgia
• Features many of the same details as CBSAs



Testing
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Weekly PCR Testing, Georgia
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#10 in nation for test positivity
#35 in nation for tests per 100,000
#47 in nation for tests reported <3 days



Cases

• All of the DPH graphs and maps are only using PCR-identified case data
• Also, no demographic data on antigen cases

• CDC, HHS, NYT, Johns Hopkins, etc are using PCR *and* Antigen test 
cases

• Antigen cases represent 20-30% of cases each week

• Beware that the DPH 14 day case rate per 100,000 for your county is an 
undercount



PCR only
25 counties have
>930 cases / 100k

PCR + Antigen
84 counties have 
>930 cases / 100k

Live image: https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/v38hv/1/
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Cases

PCR + Ag data

Case rate now 121% higher than our previous 
peak

Most intense in rural counties (<50,000 
residents)

Least intense in Atlanta (Fulton & DeKalb)
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Hospitalizations
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60% higher than previous peak

18 days to go from 2000 – 3000
10 days to go from 3000 – 4000
8 days to go from 4000 – 5000

HHS: GA is #1 for new COVID-19 admissions / 100 beds



Region 
% of ICU Capacity in 

use

COVID-19 Patient 

Census (of all 

inpatients)
1

A 90.5% 42.4%

B 100.7% 36.9%

C 96.8% 37.5%

D 85.2% 27.0%

E 95.9% 42.8%

F 89.3% 39.7%

G 101.6% 27.5%

H 92.7% 36.7%

I 89.1% 23.2%

J 87.2% 20.7%

K 98.1% 25.2%

L 91.8% 38.8%

M 80.8% 42.6%

N 96.9% 38.5%

State 90.2% 31.2%

1/4/2021

1Color designations set by 
HHS Community Profile 
Report

90.2% of state’s ICU beds occupied
42% occupied by COVID-19 (HHS)

42% of state’s ventilators in use
15% in use by COVID-19 patients (HHS)

We are risking total healthcare system 
collapse



Deaths
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Vaccines
• Earliest vaccines were deployed last 

month

• So far, all are 2-dose series
• 3 weeks to mount full immune response, 2w 

to reach peak antibody concentration



The vaccines work

• But we will still need to wear masks 
and social distance for a while

Moderna vaccine



The Vaccines

• Short-lived set of instructions (called 
mRNA) to make one viral protein (the 
spike protein)

• Your cells make the protein, your cells
degrade the mRNA, your immune 
system responds and will recognize the 
spike protein next time it sees it

• Similar side effects as the flu shot



Vaccine roll out – not a success story (YET!)

• GA is ranked 49th in 
nation for doses 
administered per 
100,000 residents

• Governor recently 
announced deviation 
from ACIP guidance, 
prioritizing 65+ 
• No details on 

appointments or doses 
available



You are vaccine 
influencers
• Model the behaviors you want to 

see in your community

• If you plan to get the vaccine, tell
your communities and tell them 
why it matters to you



Our marching orders

• Limit disease transmission and preserve hospital capacity as much as 
possible until 70-90% of the population is immunized. 
• Consequences of overwhelming our healthcare infrastructure.

• Logistical challenges of mass vaccination campaign.



Georgia COVID-19 Updates
www.amberschmidtkephd.substack.com

Continue the conversation

iTunes, Google Podcasts, Spotify

Email: amberschmidtke.phd@gmail.com

mailto:amberschmidtke.phd@gmail.com


ACIP phase recommendations


