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Chapter 300. Buildings

Article 3. Water Efficiency Code Requirements

Purpose

It is the purpose of this article to:

A. Codify the adoption of a local amendment to the Georgia State Minimum Standard Plumbing Code
(International Plumbing Code with Georgia State Amendments) by adopting the Metro Water
District Water Efficiency Code Requirements per Action Item: Water Supply Water Conservation 8
(page 5 55) of theWater ResourcesManagementPlan (Dec 2022) for theMetropolitanNorthGeorgia
Water Planning District for buildings in the City of Snellville, Georgia;

B. Ensure the long term availability, reliability, and resiliency of water supplies for the City of Snellville;

C. Require the certification of plumbing fixtures regarding flow rates and serviceability standards;

D. Promote compliance with State laws for the purpose of conserving water;

E. Maintain the integrity of drinking water supplies; and

F. Reduce wastewater flows.

AmendedChapters andSections of theGeorgia StateMinimumStandard
Plumbing Code

The following chapters and sections of the 2018 International Plumbing Code (IPC) are included in the
local amendment:

1. Chapter 2 Definitions, Section 202 General Definitions

2. Chapter 6Water Supply andDistribution, Section 604.4MaximumFlow andWater Conservation

a. 604.4.1 Clothes Washers

b. 604.4.3 Cooling Tower Water Efficiency

i. 604.4.2.2.1 Once Through Colling

ii. 604.4.2.2 Cooling Towers and Evaporative Coolers

iii. 604.4.2.3 Cooling Tower MakeupWater

c. 604.4.3 Landscape Irrigation System Efficiency Requirements

i. 604.4.3.1 AvoidingWater Waste Through Design

ii. 604.4.3.2 Landscape Irrigation System Required Components

3. Chapter 13, Nonpotable Water Systems, Section 1304 Reclaimed Water Systems, Section
1304.3.2 Connections toWater Supply

4. Appendix E Sizing of Water Piping Systems, Section E101.1.2 Scope
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Definitions

Chapter 2, Section 202 General Definitions of the 2018 International Plumbing Code is amended by
adding in alphabetical order and revising, as applicable, the following definitions. The following words,
terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section,
except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Commercial building. Any type pf building other than residential.

Kitchen Faucet or Kitchen Faucet Replacement Aerator. Allows a flow of no more than 1.8 gallons of
water perminute at a pressure of 60 pounds per square inch and conforms to the applicable requirements
in ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1.

Landscape Irrigation.

Flow sensor. An inline device in a landscape irrigation system that produces a repeatable signal
proportional to flow rate.

Lawn or Landscape Irrigation system. An assembly of component parts that is permanently
installed for the controlled distribution of water to irrigate landscapes such as ground cover, trees,
shrubs, and other plants. Lawn and Landscape Irrigation System refer to the same system.

Master shut off valve. An automatic valve such as a gate valve, ball valve, or butterfly valve) installed
as part of the landscape irrigation system capable of being automatically closed by the WaterSense
controller. When this valve is closed water will not be supplied to the landscape irrigation system.

Pressure regulating device. A device designed to maintain pressure within the landscape irrigation
system at the manufacturer’s recommended operating pressure and that protects against sudden
spikes or drops from the water source.

Rain sensor shut off. An electric device that detects and measures rainfall amounts and overrides
the cycle of a landscape irrigation system so as to turn off such system when a predetermined
amount of rain has fallen.

WaterSense irrigation controller. Is a weather based or soil moisture based irrigation controllers
labeled under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s WaterSense program, which includes
standalone controllers, add on devices, and plug in devices that use current weather data as a basis
for scheduling irrigation.

WaterSense spray sprinkler bodies. A sprinkler body with integral pressure regulation, generating
optimal water spray and coverage labeled under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
WaterSense program.

Lavatory Faucet or Lavatory Faucet Replacement Aerator. Allows a flow of no more than 1.2 gallons
of water per minute at a pressure of 60 pounds per square inch and is listed to the WaterSense High
Efficiency Lavatory Faucet Specification.

Residential building.Any building or unit of a building intended for occupancy as a dwelling but shall not
include a hotel or motel.
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Shower head. A shower head that allows a flow of no more than the average of 2.0 gallons of water per
minute at 80 pounds per square inch of pressure, is listed in the WaterSense Specification for
Showerheads, and meets the US Department of Energy definition of showerhead.

Maximum Flow andWater Consumption

Chapter 6, Section 604.4 Maximum Flow and Water Consumption of the 2018 International Plumbing
Code revised to read as follows:

Consistent with the general approach taken in Georgia, these Maximum Flow and Water Consumption
requirements and related definitions in Section 604.4 of the plumbing code shall apply to all plumbing
systems, including those in one and two family dwellings. The maximumwater consumption flow rates
and quantities for all plumbing fixtures and fixture fittings shall be in accordance with Table 604.4.

Exceptions:

1. Blowout design water closets having a water consumption not greater than 3 1/2 gallons (13 L)
per flushing cycle.

2. Vegetable sprays.

3. Clinical sinks having a water consumption not greater than 4 1/2 gallons (17 L) per flushing cycle.

4. Laundry tray sinks and service sinks.

5. Emergency showers and eye wash stations.

TABLE 604 4
MAXIMUM FLOWRATES AND CONSUMPTION FOR

PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FIXTURE FITTINGS
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Table footnotes:
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Nonpotable Water Systems

Chapter 13NonpotableWater Systems, Section 1304ReclaimedWater Systems of the 2018 International
Plumbing Code is revised to read as follows:

Violation; Citation, Penalty

A citation for a violation of this article may be issued by the Building Official or their authorized
representative. Any person violating this article will be tried before themunicipal court. Upon conviction,
such person found guilty of a violation of this article will be punished as provided in Sec. 1 11 of the
Snellville Code of Ordinances.

Compliance and Enforcement

A. In addition to the penalty provided in Sec. 303 6 above, the City may take the following actions to
compel compliance with this article and may maintain an action or proceeding in any court of
competent jurisdiction to compel compliance with or restrain any violation of this article:

1. Compliance with the requirements for installation and labeling at the time of installation in Sec.
303 3 will be determined by the chief Building Official or their agent in cases of new or
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replacement plumbing fixture installations, and compliance will be a condition for receipt of any
occupancy permit.

2. The appropriate water authority or water service agency may deny any service connection to an
establishment which does not comply with the standards set forth in Sec. 303 3.

B. Compliance with the requirements in Sec. 303 4 regarding the labeling of plumbing fixtures offered
for retail sale will be determined by the chief Building Official or their agent. The agency will have
access to all establishments which offer for sale or sell such plumbing fixtures for purposes of
determining compliance with Sec. 303 4.


